The induction of non-specific autoimmune phenomena by radiotherapy.
Induction of autoimmune phenomena by radiotherapy was evaluated with fluorescent antinuclear antibodies (FANA), latex fixation, and C'3 complement. 27 random serum samples obtained prior to radiotherapy revealed only a low C'3 in a patient with Hodgkin's disease and Sjögren's syndrome. 33 random serum samples obtained after radiotherapy revealed 7 positive values (5 FANA, 1 latex fixation, and 1 C'3). The increase in positive values was statistically significant.